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New record of Aplastodiscus weygoldti (Cruz & Peixoto, 1987) in
the municipality of Mimoso do Sul, Espirito Santo State, southeas-
tern Brazil (Anura, Hylidae)
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Currently, the world’s amphibians are in massive
decline (Gardner, 2001). Habitat loss, pollution and
infectious diseases are listed as some of the causes of
this decline (Stuart et al., 2008). However, is difficult
to infer the level of threat for many species as a result
of deficient information on distribution, habitat use and
biology (Young et al., 2001). The current divulgation
aims to contribute to the knowledge regarding the
geographic distribution of Aplastodiscus weygoldti
(Cruz and Peixoto, 1987).

The genus Aplastodiscus is currently composed of
fifteen species, of which 4. weygoldti is distributed
throughout Central and south-eastern Brazil to adjacent
Argentina (Frost, 2010). Aplastodiscus weygoldti is
characterized by the following characteristics: green
colour, red iris, moderate-sized and slender body, head
as long as wide, broad muzzle in dorsal view, slightly
marked rostral canthus, supra- straight or almost
straight tympanic fold, starting from the back corner of
the eye, passing over the upper edge of the tympanum
and continuing to after insertion of the arm, medium-
sized eyes apart from each other in little more than 1/3
of head width, leg (femur and tibia) is slightly shorter
than snout-vent length, supra-anal crest and calcaneus
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appendage are absent (Cruz and Peixoto 1987). Peixoto
and Pimenta (2004) suggested 4. weygoldti to be Near
Threatened (NT) as the distribution of the species
comprised less than 5000 km?. However, the Global
Amphibian Assessment (GAA) team listed 4. weygoldti
as Data Deficient (DD) (Stuart et al., 2008) due to the
limited amount of distribution data available for the
species. A revaluation of the conservation status of 4.
weygoldti is therefore highly preferred.

During field work in September 2010 within the Serra
das Torres (21.03499 S, 41.25022 W, State of Espirito
Santo), between the municipalities of Atilio Vivacqua,
Mimoso do Sul and Muqui, tadpoles of 4. weygoldti
were encountered (Fig. la). The observed tadpoles
were found in streams at altitudes between 900 and
950 meters on a mountain which presents different
types of Atlantic Forest physiognomies: seasonal
semideciduous, submontane dense ombrophilous and
montane dense ombrophilous. Several tadpoles were
collected and deposited in the Amphibian Collection of
the Departamento de Zoologia, Universidade Federal
do Rio de Janeiro (ZUFRJ 12536 — ten tadpoles and
one in metamorphosis) and the Amphibian Collection
of the Universidade Federal do Estado de Rio de Janeiro
(UNIRIO 4155 - one froglet; UNIRIO 4156 - one
tadpole and one metamorph). The permit for collecting
zoological material was provided by the Instituto
Chico Mendes (ICMBio) — Instituto Brasileiro do
Meio Ambiente e dos Recursos Naturais e Renovaveis
(IBAMA) and filed under number 12164-2. One
tadpole (UNIRIO 4155) was kept in captivity until
metamorphosis in order to confirm the identity of the
species. The specimen (Fig. 1b and 1c) presented the
following measurements: snout-vent length 22.1 mm,
head length 7.5 mm, head width 7.5 mm, femur length
10.7 mm and tibia length 10.3 mm. Coloration in life
and morphological characteristics correspond to A.
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Figure 1. Tadpole (a) and froglet (b and c) of Aplastodiscus weygoldti (UNIRIO 4156 and UNIRIO 4155 respectively). Photos:
Cyro de Luna-Dias (a) and Ana M. T. de Carvalho-e-Silva (b and c).
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Figure 2. Geographic distribution of Aplastodiscus weygoldti. Red circle: new record in Serra das Torres, ES. White circle: type
locality in Santa Tereza, ES. Black circles: other records in the states Bahia, Espirito Santo and Minas Gerais.
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weygoldti tadpoles collected at the type locality (Cruz
and Peixoto 1987).

Intheavailable literature A. weygoldtihas been reported
from the type locality (Santa Teresa, altitude about 800
m) by Cruz and Peixoto (1987) and the municipality of
Domingos Martins (unregistered altitude) (Orrico et al.
2006) in the state of State of Espirito Santo. Additional
records from the state of Bahia (Fazenda Palmeira,
Municipality of Itapebi) and the state of Minas Gerais
(Fazenda Limoeiro, Municipality of Almenara, altitude
about 320 m) were presented by respectively Peixoto
and Pimenta (2004) and Ferreira et al. (2005). The
upper altitude limited hitherto reported was 858 m.
Conclusively, the current record of A. weygoldti in
Serra das Torres extends the species distribution with
about 94 km south-westwards from the municipality of
Domingos Martins (20°22°14”S; 40°39°32”W) and its
altitudinal upper limit with ca. 100 meters (Fig. 2).
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